l6o       PREPARATION  AND   USES   OF   WHITE  ZINC   PAINTS
linseed oil drying by means of a lead compound (litharge
boiled oil), finally, making known a whole series of
yellow and green colours, harmless and permanent, re-
placing all similar colours, with a lead, copper, and
arsenic basis, the economical reasons for stopping the
use of zinc oxide no longer existed, and the reproach
addressed to Guyton de Morveau, as to the defect of white
zinc paint not drying quickly enough, fell to the ground
after the discovery of the special drier (zumatic). Hence-
forth we possessed a perfectly harmless paint, of great
whiteness and economy, as regards its mineral con-
stituents. But it is to time to decide as to the compara-
tive permanency, under all conditions under which it must
be applied." At the time of Leclaire, the necessity for re-
placing white lead was doubted by no one. This pigment
then committed undoubted and too well known ravages,
and the substitution of another pigment, less actively in-
jurious, was an evident requirement for the whole world.
"It was, so far, true," says the same author, on
this point, that, when Leclaire announced, in 1848,
'that a practice of four years had demonstrated to
him that zinc oxide, now termed white zinc, properly
prepared and used, could replace white lead for all
purposes, this discovery was received as a real blessing
by all connected with public hygiene. The facts which
Leclaire brought forward, in support of his assertions,
appeared, in fact, so convincing, that everybody believed
the question of the replacement of white lead was
definitely solved. For a time even the illusion was
such that every one seemed to agree in the futility of
continuing researches, undertaken in all directions, for